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Dictionary Rubric

On Target - 3 On the Way - 2 Just Beginning -1 Points

De
fin

e

qq Clearly written in a way 
that made sense and 
used everyday language 
in a way that could 
be understood by the 
audience.

qq Accurate on the scientific 
topics studied and 
focused on science 
meanings.

qq Original content, but 
word choice and order 
were not clear for the 
audience.

qq May not have provided 
evidence of a clear 
understanding.

qq Sounded like a dictionary 
definition

qq Not correct
qq Not included

W
rite

 a S
en

ten
ce

qq Clearly contained the 
word used in a way 
connected to science.

qq Obvious connection with 
the illustration.

qq Provided an application 
of the word by showing.

qq Didn't explicitly define the 
word.

qq Included interesting 
vocabulary with 
adjectives and adverbs.

qq Contained the word, but 
the sentence was less 
connected to science.

qq Fewer words in the 
sentence or provided less 
description and interest 
to the reader.

qq Some connection to the 
illustration.

qq Did not contain the word.
qq Simply defined the word 

and left out adjectives 
and adverbs to make the 
sentence interesting.

qq Connection between 
the sentence and the 
illustration was not 
observable.

Illu
str

ate

qq Clear and obvious 
connection to the 
sentence.

qq Showed evidence that the 
student considered the 
audience.

qq Interesting and 
informative

qq Illustration techniques 
were carried out 
effectively.

qq Connection to the 
sentence was not 
obvious.

qq Some evidence that the 
student considered the 
audience.

qq Techniques for illustrating 
were not effectively 
carried out.

qq No connection between 
the sentence and the 
illustration.

qq Little or no evidence 
of effort to help the 
audience understand 
the meaning or ideas 
illustrated.

Total Points ____/9

Average ________


